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¥ith the regular season finished, and with this marking the final
issue of Linedrive ! for season 93, it is tempting to launch into a
retrospective. However, there is still the matter of the play-ofis
to decide, with the immediate prospect for the Warriors of facing
the improving and highly motivated Waltham Forest Angels,

Both sides will be hoping to progress to the Grand Finals at RAZ
Feltwell, and with Angels having scored the most runs against the
Varriore in any one regular season game, and having only last week
shut out the Enfield Spartans, things could be very close indeed.

The Linedrive ! team make no secret of supporting the Warriors for
the championship play-offs, but however the play-offs turn out, Rex
and nyself have more than enough baseball moments 1o recount as
we launch our own particular hot stove league for it's season
23/94,

One interesting aside that may amuse the politicos in the basebal.
heirarchy, and that is that one Phil Ross has received the offer of
a photographers pass to the minor leaguers exhibition baseball
match at the Oval on October 2nd., This includes the BEF
Champienship Final cn that Sunday morning !

REPQRTS & SCORES
National League — Sanior Division Sunday 12th September
1112131415161 R|
London Warriorsi0]0|410i2j117] ¥P Cody Cain
Eszex Fagles [0|010{0i21012] LP Vince Warner

¥ith Eagles accepting an invitation to an overseas tournament for
the 18th/19th September, Warriors switched venues and played a
double header at - Witham, Or at least planned +to. Then the
weathermen came up with the cheerful news that there would be
heavy rain and south easterly gales !
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Game One was curtailed after six innings, the rain coming dowh,
absolutely on cue as the Zagles trotted out to field for the
seventh, and after twenty minutes of hiding under umbrellas, chairs
or in the hedgerow, it was decided that no further play could take
place.

Fagles were determined to have a good result against the Varriors,
hoping %o finish their seasan on 500 or better, and both Phil
Griggs and Matt Jennings were put out trying to reach home early
in the contest.

Alan Bloomfield opened the Warrior scoring with a single, Dean Ward
reaching home. Cody Cain then batted in Bloomfield, and Stan
Smulders batted home Cody Cain and Brad Thompson for 4-0
Varriors.

Bill QOliver, Bagles manager, kindly offered to umpire the game, and
was an duty behind the plate. At the commencement of the fifth, the
Essex field, as one man, called ‘time !'. Bill pesred ‘arocund looking
for a fallen player or stray dogs or small children, and finally
with a quizzical look stared a. Vince Warner on the mound. Vince
used just five words to solve i the umpires bafflement - 'Put your
mask on Bill ! '

¥ith all involved suitably kitted out, Cody Cain thumped in a home
run for 5-0 Warriars, and a Kevin Murphy double brought home Stan
Smulders for 6-0. An interesting point to note is that up to this
point, VWarriors had been playing with an unfamiliar looking
infield, comprised mainly of players from the outfield. As soon as.
it was changed to a meore usuval line up, Essex scored !

fan Colvin reached home on a fielders choice, and FPhil Griggs was |
batted in by a Vince Warner ground rule double. Fipal run score of -
the day went to Brad Thompson witk a single batting in Dean Ward,
before the forecast downpeur came and stopped the game. Spare &
thought for Oliver Heidecker, having flown back from fGermany that
Sunday morning, he travelled from Heathrow, direct ~a the game at
Witham, changed into his uniform, was just doing up “he last button
on his shirt - and it rained ! Ain't life a bitch !
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[1121314151817iR!
Epfield Spartans 10101C1 001010101 LP Chris ¥cGovern

Yalinam Forest Angelsl0i110101013fX14} WP Matthew Poggi

Despite a number of heavy defeats at the start of this season,
there were always a number of positive charecteristics about
¥altham Forest's baseball. First, and perhaps foremost, a never say
die attitude, secondly, they always scored well, and thirdly, the
error count was usually low, and so perhaps Enfield should have
been a little more aggressive in their approach teo this first game
of a double header.

Matthew Poggi pitched very well for Angels, and backed up by
players like the nimble Taka Imura on lst, and the outfield trio of
McCrory, ¥emorah & O'Hare, it soon became apparent that runs would
be hard to come by,

It was Imura who put Angels ahead, stealing home in the second
inning, and for a very long time, this locked to be the only score
in a tense and fascinating duel. Not until the fifth did another
score look likely, when Andy Reading attempted the squeeze play for
Angels. Spartamns releif pitcher, Julian Fountain, caught the bunt,
- and relayed to GOscar Marcellino on third, beating Mick Hoseley's
attempted tag up. "

However, Fountain undid all his good work in the next inning, his
overthrow to third allowing McCrory home, with Sho Vozumi and
Hatthew Poggl poised on second and third. Angels thea played two
well executed sac bunts, O'Hare and Nemorah bringing home Poggi
and Vozumi for 4-0 Angels.

Poggi kept his nerve for inning seven, and Angels came away having
inflicted Enfield's first shut out defeat of the season.

(1213141516171 RI

Yaltham Forest AngelslQi0{1111231010] 5! LP Matthew Poggi
Enfield Sparians PAEATAT)13121X1i6] WP Oscar Marcelline
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A more determined Enfield perfarmance for game two, disposing'of
Hatthew Poggi in the first two innings, and giving Tony Dyett, in
his first spell back on {the mound after injury, an equally torrid
time.

lan Lanarig scored freely for Spartans with four RBI's and four
runs scored, whilst Taka Imura batted in twe runs and scored one
other fram the Angels total,

NATIONAL LEAGUE - FINAL STANDINGS

Senior Division Rookie Division
Yo LT Pent GB Wn Lt Pcant GB
London Warriors 12 2 ,905 Lakenheath Y's S 1 .900

Bury Saints 14 667 5 London Stormers 9 5 .643 2
Enfield Spartans 1z 600 6% Tonbridge Bobeis 10 & .62% 2
&
1

[t le+]

Birmingham Brewers 11} 530 7% Basildon Marinrs 4 8 .333
Essex FRagles 10 11 .476¢ © Cambridge Monrch- 1 13 .071
Cambridge Knights 7 14 .333 12 '
¥altham PFst Angels S 15,250 13%
Croydon Blue Jays 4 16,200 14k

Championship Play-offs 2579793
Cambridge Knights @ Bury Saints

Birmingham Brewers @ Enfield Spartans
Valtham Forest Angels @ London Warriors

0

Championship Finals — RAF Faliwell 26/8/93
........... toeess Voo, moreing play-off

..................... Vovveveriiiinean, ., GRAND FINAL
Emmaimniﬁ&lagaimn,ﬂgmm 26/8/93

Croydon Elue Jays @ London Stormers

Linedrive ! edited by Fhil! Epss, Flat 2 'Thanescroft', Selborne Road,
Croydon CRO 5@, Tel (81 G81 2222 ex 2582% or 081 688 2866. Cover
designed and drawn by Rex Fhillips, Tel 081 654 (G608,

Our thanks and best wishes to all the players who have provided us
with such aa interesting season ‘93, See you all in season '94 !











